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The Bolivian Workers Confederation (COG) announced on April 15 in La Paz that it will continue
mobilizing workers and allied sectors to protest government economic policies. The announcement
came in the wake of large-scale street demonstrations in several cities and the bombing of the
US Embassy on Tuesday. According to local news sources, workers and students jammed the
major thoroughfares in La Paz, Cochabamba, Oruro, Sucre and Potosi. The COB organized the
demonstrations in response to the government's refusal to engage in serious dialogue over its
economic policies, whether directly with labor groups, or via the mediation of the Catholic Church.
In an attempt to prevent the outbreak of violence, on March 31, the Church hierarchy assumed the
role of mediator between the government of President Victor Paz Estenssoro, and the country's
major labor and civic organizations. Then, on April 10, Church spokespersons announced that
attempts to negotiate between the two sides had failed. Interior Minister Juan Carlos Duran told
reporters on April 15 that the protests had been peaceful, aside from the bombing of the Embassy.
According to police reports, the bomb was launched on the building from the street. The same
reports stated that eight persons were wounded in the incident. The COB, however, told reporters
that the bomb was tossed from inside the Embassy premises. Blaming the demonstrators for the
bombing, said a Confederation spokesperson, was a "provocative act." Such violent tactics, he
added, are alien to the workers' protests. When asked about the possibility of new demonstrations,
Minister Duran said they are no longer "justified" since the national budget which may include
measures to meet workers' demands has already been approved by the national congress. He added
that the government's economic policy "will not be changed." (Basic data from PRENSA LATINA,
04/15/87)
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